Winter 2007

a)
LUl
T
(92)
=
<
L
X
i
L
m

=
O
Z
)
O
@)
z
=
O
T




| would like to tell you about just a few of the
many highlights of the last few months. A major
event was the achievement of Fair Trade status
for our Town. Another exciting town occasion
was the opening of the Information Room at the
Castle; visitor numbers have proved very
encouraging. | represented the town at the
AGM for the Hertfordshire Scouts, and a week
later went to the Scout Barbecue held in Phasels
Wood. It was uplifting to see so many young
boys enjoying themselves outdoors instead of

Message from Mayor being indoors glued to TV screens and
Councillor Carol Green computers.

The Lions’ August Bank holiday féte is always a staple entry in the diary for our Town.

This year the weather was fantastic, the crowds were all there, it was wonderful to see
everyone enjoying themselves. In the past the Mayor has been photographed holding a
piglet (which gave me some concern) however this year due to the foot and mouth
restrictions there were no piglets at the féte. Instead | had to hold a ferret, something |

have never done, and | was surprised as to how well behaved it was!

In September, at the invitation of the Mayor of Chesham, | attended a football match in
Chesham when Berkhamsted Town and Chesham United were playing. The result of a
draw meant that honour was satisfied on both sides.

A varied assortment of engagements which | have thoroughly enjoyed and | look
forward to representing the Town for the rest of the year.

My colleagues and | on your council would like to take this opportunity of wishing you
all warmth and happiness over the festive season and all that you wish yourselves in the

coming year.

A NEW YEAR PROMISE FROM YOUR COUNCIL

THE PRECEPT FOR THE COMING YEAR
WILL NOT BE INCREASED. OUR AIM IS TO IMPROVE THE
AREAS OF SERVICE FOR WHICH WE ARE RESPONSIBLE
AT NO EXTRA COST TO YOU.




WORKING TOGETHER AS A COMMUNITY

In our last Newsletter we asked you to make contact and inform us of ways in which we could
help those of you in the voluntary sector support the local community.

These are community activities we have made awards to

The 1066 Club for blind and partially sighted
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Replacement of the water infrastructure at the Sunnyside Allotments

Contribution to Victoria School for their new building project

CHRISTIV 'S LIGHTS

Thank you to all those involved in helping to resolve health and safety issues which
means we are again enjoying our traditional Christmas tree in the High Street.

The lights were turned on by our Mayor Carol Green at the Festival of Light and
Santa arrived later, much to the glee of all the children. Fun and entertainment
carried on throughout out the event. Our thanks are extended to everyone who
had a hand in making this such a successful event.

WHAT ARE WE DOING TO MAKE A START ON OUR STRATEGIC PLAN?

TRAFFIC

We need help monitoring a speed activated device (training will be given) in the
following three areas:

Hall Park

Kings Road

Gravel Path

This is for evidence gathering to gain funding for permanent measures. If
you can help us please contact the Town Clerk, Colin Westwood either by
telephone on 01442 228945 for by email colin.westwood@dacorum.gov.uk
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RECYCLING

Your councillors are supporting Rex Tyler of Cooks Delight in his champion
efforts to persuade both Borough and Government to embrace the need for
business recycling collections. We also support the pressure for local small
businesses to be allowed to use the local recycling centre.

We were saddened to note that all the geraniums from our hanging baskets
were dumped by the Borough at the end of the season. We have secured
their word that in future we will be informed of an area they will all be
deposited for the community to collect what they want in order to nurture
them for personal use for the following season. We will let you know when
and where in good time.

The Berkhamsted Community partnership is looking into the possibility of
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COMMUNITY SAFETY

Meetings are ongoing with senior police officers in Western Area Command
of Hertfordshire Constabulary to improve community safety.

We are investigating collaboration with another local council to jointly
purchase mobile CCTV equipment for use in crime hot spots in the town.

HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT

We are hoping to stage a Town Arts Festival in 2010, covering all aspects of
visual written and vocal art, in fact any element you would like to see
represented. A number of residents have already offered to champion
some elements. Please contact the town clerk if you would like to be
involved colin.westwood@dacorum.gov.uk

The Mayor opened the visitor centre at Berkhamsted Castle and we wish to
thank members of the community and particularly Jenny Sherwood of the
History Society for her hard work in making this happen.

We would like to congratulate the Graham Greene Birthplace Trust and
thank everyone involved for a wonderful festival this autumn making an
invaluable contribution to our town.
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TOWN PLANNING

THE WATER LANE REDEVELOPMENT - PRESS STATEMENT ¢ OCTOBER 8™ 2007

Berkhamsted Town Council welcomes the fact that the Concept Statement accepts
that changes need to be made to the area. Building on this, we would like to
influence the design so that it enhances this part of the conservation area for the
benefit of the community. We believe that this development must:

provide more parking spaces within the town centre.

encourage more local leisure/retail outlets to create a boulevard
atmosphere.

raise the standard of architecture and materials used.

discourage antisocial behaviour (especially in the evenings) by creating a
more open development that encourages more community led activity.
restrict the level of buildings adjacent to the High Street preferably 1 to 1.5
storeys but no higher than current buildings. The concept proposals are out
of context with the High Street in terms of height and bulk.

The Town Council is not persuaded that the proposed flats will add benefit to this
partofthetowncentre. 2 S F N8B Sy O02dzN} 3SR o6& (KS
need for more tree planting and think the opportunity should be taken to enhance
open spaces.

GARDENS AS BROWNFIELD SITES - PRESS STATEMENT NOVEMBER 12™ 2007

We on Berkhamsted Town Council Planning Committee are concerned about the
scale of residential development on garden land. The density and speed of such
development can cause irreparable damage to neighbourhood character and
cohesion. The loss of garden land (now seen as brown field sites) threatens urban
biodiversity and environmental sustainability in our town. It was resolved on
Monday 12" November 20n 7 (2 & dzLJLI2 NI a't DNB3 /¢

the removal of gardens from brown field definition. We shall be requesting our MP

David Gauke to support the bill.

These are the two issues that have primarily exercised our thoughts over the last
three months ¢ we always welcome your input do come to our meetings!




THE GRAND UNION CANAL AND RIVER BULBOURNE

We are planning a considerable number of new initiatives through CARP - The Canal
and Riverside Partnership.

Sponsored Lock side planting

The re-installation of the painted canal signs

A further upgrade of the towpath to ensure it remains wheelchair friendly

A schools art project

Town information boxes by the waterside to encourage boaters and walkers
to explore our town and use our shops and restaurants

Wildflower planting by the tow path to make a summer show as colourful as
the daffodils in the Spring (which was a previous CARP project)

We are continuing to work on plans for our proposed Community Boatyard
at Castle Wharf. There is a further Public Inquiry on February 19" 2008.
We will publish full details of our plans after this, on the firm assumption
that we will WIN.

We are intending to complete the Bulbourne restoration project and funds
have been set aside for the planting programme which we hope to embark
upon as soon as water levels allow.

YOUNG PEOPLE

We suggest that our Youth Facilities working party should be restructured as

a Youth Facilities Partnership.
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Berkhamsted and ask them to let us have, electronically if possible, a note of
the services they offer within the town. We would then as a partnership

create a list like the Arts Trust produce which would be kept up to date on

the Town Council website and pinned on the Youth Town Council notice

board. Regular meetings would then enable partnership working between

all these facets who know little or nothing of each other. We the Town

Council would be the facilitators, and this way become better aware of the
gaps in the offer. Please would any organization which has not been
contacted by us please telephone or email the town clerk
colin.westwood@dacorum.gov.uk
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ALLOTMENTS

We recognize the benefits to health, education and community togetherness
of allotment gardening and are fully committed to our allotment gardening
community. We have nearly 450 plots covering three sites: Sunnyside Old
and New, Dellfield and Butts Meadow. About five acres, a third, of the
Sunnyside allotment is leased to the Sunnyside Rural Trust, a charity catering
for the needs of adults with learning difficulties, otherwise the remainder are
open for rent by anyone living within the boundaries of the town. A plot is
normally ten poles or 253 square metres and for a small rent plot holders
agree to keep the whole garden, including pathways and storage areas, clean
and in a good state of cultivation and fertility. The management of the sites is
vested in the Council Allotment Committee which includes representatives of
the three sites, but direct control is very much down to the plot holders who
are keen to ensure everyone pulls their weight. Weeds spread, you know, and
unkempt gardens are not acceptable.

There is always a short waiting list for would-be gardeners but should you

want to try allotment gardening you should apply to the Town Council 01442
228882. You dondt have t berelareotlken e xp efr t
gardeners around to encourage and advise when things get tough. There is
something special too, in planting, digging and eating your first crop.

Youth of Today Making Changes for Tomorrow

Teen Clinic @ The Swan Youth Centre

The Swan Youth Centre has received funding from the Local Network Fund to run a
six-Y2YGK LIAf20 WeSSy /fAYAOQ LINRB2SO{ I :
Partnership Plan. Members from Berkhamsted Youth Town Council worked in
partnership with DBC to consult with young people throughout Dacorum about
where they would feel most comfortable accessing this sort of service. The results

were that the majority of young people said they wanted somewhere independent
of schools and doctors surgeries. ¢ KS W¢ SSy / f AyAO0Q 27FF|SNA
12-18 years the opportunity to access a drop-in facility where they can receive
information, advice and support about all sexual health issues from Sexual Health
Nurses. This will enable them to make informed choices in their lives.

For more information contact Clare Muir ¢ 01442 384349
Do also check our previous newsletter for all the other activities and after school

activities available at the Swan for young people in the town



BERKHAMSTED TOWN COUNCIL TOWN COUNCILLORS ¢ 2007 ¢ 2011

CASTLE ALLEN, MALCOLM J. 01442 865862 CONSERVATIVE
CASTLE / h[ 9a! bWETHX 9 b 01442866344 CONSERVATIVE
CASTLE FAIRBURN*, ANDREW E. 01442 865118 CONSERVATIVE
CASTLE FOSTER WEINREB, LINDY M. 01442 385581 CONSERVATIVE
CASTLE GREEN, ANTONY M.A. 01442 877974 CONSERVATIVE
EAST BATEMAN*, STEPHEN J 01494 783501 CONSERVATIVE
EAST GIBBS, PHILIP G. 01442 873597  LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
EAST LAWS*, JULIE 01442 863411 CONSERVATIVE
EAST LYTHGOE, JOHN D. 01442 866087 LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
EAST STEVENS, GARRICK 01442 870066 LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
WEST COLLINS DAVID J. 01442 876368 CONSERVATIVE
WEST COWIE, RONALD M. 01442 873375 CONSERVATIVE
WEST GREEN*, MRS. CAROL 01442 877974 CONSERVATIVE
WEST MATTHEWS, PETER B. 01442 866738 CONSERVATIVE
WEST REAY*, IAN M. 01442 871798 CONSERVATIVE

*ALSO SERVE ON DACORUM BOROUGH COUNCIL AS REPRESENTATIVES FOR BERKHAMSTED
Ul [{h {9w+3{ a{{¢t 95D Y w IIVEON HERTFARDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

COLIN WESTWOOD TOWN CLERK 228945
BOB PRICE ASSISTANT TO THE TOWN CLERK 228945
ANN MCHUGH SECRETARY TO THE TOWN COUNCIL 228945
GEOFFREY BARNES INFORMATION OFFICER 228882
JIM WATTS TOWN WARDEN MOBILE 07762 916559 228943

BERKHAMSTED TOWN COUNCIL
The Civic Centre, 161 High Street, Berkhamsted, Hertfordshire, HP4 3HD
2nd floor, disabled ramp at front door and lift to office.
Hours: Monday to Thursday 9 am¢5 pm Friday 9 amc4 pm.
Subject to staff availability we try to keep the office open at lunchtime.
Telephone: 01442 228945. Fax: 01442 877910. Web: www.berkhamsted.gov.uk
E-mail: Berkhamsted.towncouncil@dacorum.gov.uk

This newsletter has been presented and edited by Councillor Lindy foster weinrgb
If you have any ideas suggestions or subjects yowant to see explained or
developed in theggages, then please contact Hardy@castlewharf.com

Merry Ghristnias and 2 Hapny and Healtoy New Year
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